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TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN,  AND 
COUNCILLORS  OF  THE  BOROUGH 
OF  BURY  ST.  EDMUND’S. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my 
Annual  Report — the  35th  of  the  series — on  the  Public 
Health  administration  of  the  Borough,  It  makes  its 
appearance  somewhat  later  than  usual,  because  the 
Vital  Statistics  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General 
have  only  just  been  received.  A few  points  deserve 
your  consideration  which  are,  perhaps,  better  dealt 
with  here  than  in  the  body  of  the  Report. 

(i)  You  will  observe  that  the  Registrar  General’s 
estimate  of  the  Resident  Population  is  lower  than 
that  for  the  previous  year.  This  is  difficult  to  reconcile 
with  our  knowledge  that  there  has  been  a definite 
influx  of  the  Rural  population  into  the  district,  and 
an  increase  of  48  in  the  estimated  number  of  inhabited 
houses.  The  estimate  has,  however,  to  be  accepted 
in  calculating  the  Birth  and  Death  Rates,  both  of 
which  may  therefore  be  assumed  to  be  rather  lower 
than  would  appear. 

(ii)  Housing.  I have  little,  if  any,  doubt  that 
there  is  still  a shortage  of  houses,  especially  for  small 
families.  Figures  obtained  through  the  Maternity  and 

Child-Welfare  Centre  show  that  too  many  people 
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with  young  children  are  compelled  to  live  in  lodgings, 
and  often  on  an  uneconomic  scale.  I know  you  will 
agree  that  this  is  not  only  hard  on  the  wage-earner, 
but  distinctly  prejudicial  to  the  happiness  and  general 
welfare  of  his  wife  and  children.  The  figures  on 
overcrowding  (page  12)  tend  to  confirm  this  view. 

(iii)  The  M.  & C.W.,  it  will  be  noted,  has  made 
great  progress  since  its  removal  to  new  premises. 
Unfortunately  it  now  finds  itself  seriously  handicapped 
by  the  want  of  a second  Health  Visitor.  I would 
suggest  that,  until  a salaried  assistant  to  Miss  Osborne 
can  be  obtained,  voluntary  lady-helpers  for  the 
Wednesday  afternoon  session  would  make  the  task  of 
weighing  and  recording  much  easier,  and  save  the 
mothers  and  babies  the  fatigue  of  prolonged  waiting. 
It  is  not  unusual  to  have  fifty  children  at  each  session. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Council  and  the  Public 
Health  Committee  for  their  generous  encouragement 
of  the  work  of  the  Department,  and  to  my  official 
Colleagues  for  their  unstinted  and  loyal  help.  Mr. 
Eldred  has,  as  always,  been  of  very  great  assistance 

> 

especially  with  the  Statistical  portion  of  this  Report. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant 

ERNEST  STORK, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Area  ...  ...  ...  3659  acres. 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  Resident 

Population  ...  ...  16810 

Census,  1931  ...  ...  ...  16708 

Number  of  inhabited  Houses  (Estimated)  4790 
Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ,£103,697. 

A Penny  Rate  represents  ,£400. 


The  figures  for  the  granting  of  Out- Door  Relief 
compared  with  those  for  1936  (which  are  in  brackets) 
show  a marked  decrease  in  all  conditions.  The  total 
cost  is  down  over  ,£4,500,  and  at  a rate  of  lOd.  in  the 
pound,  is  4d.  less  than  in  1936. 


Men 

Women 

Children 

Total 


210  (285). 
239  (260). 
253  (267). 
702  (812). 


Cost  £3,897  14s.  7d.  (5,393  9s.  5d.) 


There  was  a slight  increase  in  the  number  of 
Casuals. 


Men 

6985  (6833) 

Women 

. 217 

(185) 

Children 

. 43 

(45) 

Total 

7245 

(7063) 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

t • T5 ■ iu  f Legitimate  273 

Live  Births  f Tn  - 0 

1 Illegitimate  8 

124 

4 

149 

4 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population 

• • • 

16  71 

,,  England  and  Wales  14-9 


Stillbirths  : — 

Rate  per  1,000  ...  ...  -47 

England  and  Wales  ...  -60 

Total.  M.  F. 

Deaths  ...  ...  197  92  105 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  11-7 

Death  Rate  corrected  for  age  and  sex 

distribution  ...  ...  9-9 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...  12-4 


Social 

Conditions 


Vital 

Statistics 
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Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  0 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  ...  1 


Total 

• • • • . • 

1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  Births 

3-4 

Death  of  Infants 

under  1 year  of  age 

Total.  M . 

F- 

Legitimate 

...  6 3 

3 

Illegitimate 

...  1 — 

1 

Rate,  Legitimate,  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  21-97 
„ England  and  Wales  ...  ...  58 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  0 

„ ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  0 

„ ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  1 

The  total  legitimate  births  show  an  increase  of 
28%,  the  female  births  again  preponderating.  Illegiti- 
mate births  fell  from  10  to  8.  For  the  first  time  for 
several  years,  the  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  population 
shows  a definite  increase  over  the  average  for  that  of 
England  and  Wales.  As  to  Still-births,  while  the  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  remains  stationary,  that  for 
Bury  St.  Edmunds  shows  a diminution  of  -06%. 

Equally  satisfactory  is  the  fact  that  the  crude 
death-rate  per  1,000  of  population  has  fallen  from 
13-34  to  11-7  and  the  rate  corrected  for  age  and  sex 
distribution  from  11-33  to  9-9,  while  again  the  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  has  remained  practically  the 
same. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  gave  a 
rate  for  legitimate  live  births  of  roughly  22  per  1,000 
as  against  28  in  the  previous  year.  This  infant 
mortality  rate,  compared  with  that  for  the  Country 
generally,  continues  to  be  one  of  the  most  satisfactory 
features,  as  it  has  been  in  several  reports  in  recent 
vears. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  increased,  but  those  from 
Heart  Disease  and  allied  circulatory  conditions  showed 
a marked  falling  off,  and  did,  in  fact,  approximately 
account  for  the  reduction  in  the  total  of  deaths  from 
all  causes, 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

These  services  have  been  fully  described  in  recent 
reports  and  there  have  been  no  changes  or  develop- 
ments to  record. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  held  97 
Sessions.  The  number  of  infants  attending  was  170 
compared  with  148  in  1936,  and  children  under  school 
age  161  compared  with  144.  The  total  attendances 
for  the  vear  rose  from  1940  to  2027.  There  can  be  no 

j 

doubt  that  this  improvement  is  largely  attributable 
to  the  accommodation  provided  at  the  new  Municipal 
Offices.  At  the  old  School  of  Art  premises,  the  service 
was  conducted  under  considerable  difficulty,  the 
accommodation  for  waiting  mothers  being  particularly 
unsatisfactory.  The  Infant  Clinic  on  Wednesday 
afternoon  has  been,  under  the  new  conditions,  filled, 
and  the  advantage  gained  by  the  Infant  Welfare 
Centre  should  be  borne  in  mind  by  those  who  have 
sometimes  been  inclined  to  criticise  the  provision  of 
new  offices  for  Municipal  work. 

The  Health  Visitor’s  visits  to  infants  under  one 
year  of  age  rose  from  1203  to  1327  and  to  older 
children  from  2403  to  2443  This  maybe  taken  as  the 
maximum  obtainable  by  a single  Health  Visitor,  and 
Miss  Osborne  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  success  of 
a very  hard  year’s  work. 

The  Council  has  discussed  the  subject  of  a second 
Health  Visitor,  and  there  is  no  need  to  say  more  than 
that  at  the  present  moment  financial  considerations 
make  such  an  appointment  impossible.  Until  further 
help  is  obtained  there  must  inevitably  be  considerable 
difficulty  in  assuring  that  children  over  one  year  of 
age  and  under  school  age  get  adequate  supervision. 

Artificial  food  is  provided,  either  free  or  at  cost 
price,  in  necessitous  cases. 

The  School  Clinic  treated  1129  individual  children, 
with  a total  of  5,101  attendances, 

The  Isolation  Hospital . The  14  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  admitted  were  double  those  recorded  in  1936. 

Childrens  Act.  Five  children  have  been  kept 
under  observation  by  Miss  Osborne,  their  home 
conditions  being  uniformly  satisfactory. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF 
THE  AREA. 


Water. 


Drainage 

and 

Sewerage. 


The  water,  which  has  always  been  eminently 
satisfactory,  was  subjected  to  analysis  and  bacterio- 
logical examination  and  found  to  conform  to  the 
standard  of  purity  which  lias  been  uniform  during  the 
last  35  years. 

Extensions  of  supply  were  as  follows  : — 


Westley  Road 

117  lin.  yards. 

Hospital  Road 

244  „ 

Park  Road  ... 

120 

Stonebridge  Avenue 

208 

Phillip  Road 

66  „ 

Perry  Road  ... 

116  „ 

There  have  been  no  complaints  affecting  the 
Sewage  Farm  at  West  Stow. 

Extensions  of  soil  sewers  were  made  in  : — 


Rivers  and 
Streams. 


Closet 

Accom- 

modation. 

Public 

Cleansing. 


Holderness  Road 

55  lin. 

yards. 

Stonebridge  Avenue 

200 

>> 

Gainsborough  Road 

110 

)> 

Extensions  of  surface  water 

sewers  were  made 

Hardwick  Lane 

190  lin. 

yards. 

Sexton’s  Hall  Driftway 

300 

>5 

Westley  Road 

436 

>> 

Westburv  Avenue  ... 

330 

>) 

Barton  Road 

80 

5) 

Stonebridge  Avenue 

200 

Vinery  Road 

150 

>> 

Gainsborough  Road 

110 

The  small  streams  feeding  the  River  Lark  on  the 
Borough  boundaries  have  remained  clean  as  the  result 
of  the  steps  taken  to  dredge  and  widen  them  in  1933. 

All  closets  are  on  the  water-carriage  system, 
the  minimum  provision  for  working  class  dwellings 
being  one  W.C.  for  two  houses. 

Reference  was  made  in  the  last  report  to  the 
trouble  over  the  chimney  which  had  been  adapted  for 
the  use  of  the  Destructor  erected  in  1932.  This 
difficulty  was  solved  by  the  erection  of  a new  chimney 
which  has  apparently  proved  satisfactory. 
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SANITARY  CONDITIONS. 


Two  common  Lodging-houses  are  under  the  care 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  have  given  no  cause  for 
complaint. 

Fried  Fish  Shops,  which  are  registered  under  this 
heading,  are  the  only  premises  in  this  category.  They 
have  been  regularly  inspected  and  found  satisfactory. 

There  are  eight  premises  where  Rag  Flock  is 
prepared,  the  material  being  imported  in  bulk  and 
generally  appearing  new. 


Lodging- 

Houses. 


Offensive 

Trades. 


Rag  Flock 
Acts,  1911 
and  1928. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION. 

The  following  is  the  Inspector’s  Report  under 
Article  19  of  the  Sanitary  Officer’s  Order,  1927  : — 


Number  of  Visits  paid  ...  3,944 

Nuisances  Dealt  With. 

New  W.C.’s  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  W.C.’s  ...  ...  ...  19 

Accumulations  of  Refuse  ...  ...  3 

Animals  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dirty  Walls  and  Ceilings  ...  ...  2 

Defective  Walls  and  Ceilings  ...  26 

D and  Bell  Traps  abolished  ...  ...  1 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  19 

Defective  Drains  ...  ...  ...  4 

Insufficient  Drainage  ...  ...  1 

Blocked  Drains  ...  ...  ...  7 

Dirty  condition  of  Workshops  ...  1 

Defective  Floors  ...  ...  ...  31 

Defective  Roofs  ...  ...  ...  23 

Defective  Troughing  and  Rain-water  Pipes  22 

Defective  paving  of  Yards  ...  ...  19 

Damp  Floors  and  Walls  ...  ...  20 

Sinks  and  Wastes,  defects  of  ...  ...  1 

Insufficient  Water  supply  ...  ...  3 

Defective  Window  Frames  ...  ...  23 

Dirty  Condition  of  House  and  Bedding  ...  2 

Stoves  repaired  or  new  ones  provided  ...  11 

Insufficient  Lighting  or  Ventilation  ...  4 

Ashbms  provided  ...  ...  ...  5 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  29 
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Number  of  Complaints  received  ... 

Verbal  Notices  given 
Preliminary  Notices  given 
Statutory  Notices 
Visits  for  Infectious  Diseases 
Houses  Disinfected 

Samples  under  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration) 
Act,  1928 

Visits  to  Bakehouses  ... 

Visits  to  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  ... 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouses 


33 

11 

47 

12 

24 

43 

33 

72 

47 

1004 


The  Shops  Act , 1934.  This  Act  is  administered  by 
the  Watch  Committee  and  no  reference  has  been  made 
to  the  Public  Health  Department.  The  following  in- 
formation has  been  supplied  by  the  Officer  concerned — 

(a)  Ventilation  and  Temperature  of  Shops — No 
action  found  necessary. 


(6)  Sanitary  Conveniences — One  Certificate  of 
exemption  was  granted. 


Smoke  Abatement.  Action  was  taken  in  one  case. 


Swimming  Baths  and  Pools.  The  Corporation 
Swimming  Pool  has  been  well  maintained  and  an 
analysis  of  a sample  of  the  water  taken  during  the 
year  gave  a satisfactory  result.  One  privately-owned 
swimming  pool  has  also  been  inspected  and  here  again 
an  analysis  of  the  water  was  satisfactory. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs.  One  Council  house  and 
four  other  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  with  bed 
bugs  and  the  methods  adopted  by  the  Local  Authority 
for  their  eradication  were  spraying  with  a proprietory 
insecticide  and  steam  disinfection  of  bedding  where 
necessary. 

The  Public  Health  Department  is  now  notified 
of  all  tenants  to  be  transferred  to  Corporation  houses, 
and  every  case  where  infestation  by  bed  bugs  is  found 
or  suspected  is  dealt  with  by  the  above  methods. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  eight  elementary  schools  are  all  supplied 
with  water  from  the  public  main  and  connected  with 
the  public  sewerage  system.  The  sanitary  accommo- 
dation at  one  Infants’  School  was  remodelled  during 
the  year. 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

7. — Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year— 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses 

inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 
Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  262 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for 

the  purpose  ...  ...  262 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (in- 

cluded under  sub-head  (1)  above 
which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  and  Consoli- 
dated Regulations,  1925  ...  36 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for 

the  purpose  ...  ...  36 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be 
in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  4 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  83 

2.— Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without 
service  of  formal  Notices — ■ 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses 
rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  by  Local  Authority  or  their 
Officers  ...  ...  ...  71 

3 — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year — 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  18  and 
23  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930  ■ 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
Notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  ...  ...  ...  0 
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B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  Notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  : ...  ...  10 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  Notices  : — 

(а)  By  Owners  ...  ...  4 

(б)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  ...  ...  ...  0 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  19  and  21  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1930  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolish- 
ed in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  1 

D.  — Proceedings  under  Section  20  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1930  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or 

underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or 
underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered 

fit  ...  ...  ...  0 

Housing  Act , 1936,  Part  4 — Overcrowding. 

(а)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at 

the  end  of  the  year  ...  ...  92 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  100 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  685 

(б)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowd- 

ing reported  during  the  year  ...  18 
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(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding 

relieved  during  the  year  ...  19 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 

cases  143 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which 

dwelling-houses  have  again  be- 
come overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for 
the  abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  Nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect 

to  overcrowding  conditions  upon 
which  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  may  consider  it  desirable 
to  report  ...  ...  Nil 

The  Council’s  scheme  for  the  erection  of  53 
houses  for  the  relief  of  overcrowding  was  finally 
approved  by  the  Ministry  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
and  building  was  commenced. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  : — 

(а)  By  Local  Authority  ...  Nil 

(б)  By  Private  Enterprise  ...  55  houses. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

The  Inspection  of  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk- 
shops  is  thoroughly  conducted.  Three  licences  are  in 
force  for  the  sale  of  T.T.  (Certified)  milk,  one  for  the 
sale  of  “ Pasteurised  ” milk  and  one  bottling  licence 
for  “ Accredited  ” milk. 

One  sample  was  taken  for  the  West  Suffolk 
County  Council  for  bacteriological  and  biological 
examination,  with  the  following  result  : — 

No  tubercle  present. 

No  coliform  bacilli  present  in  1/100  c.c, 

Bacteria-count  1,000  per  one  c.c. 

Methylene  Blue  Test  satisfactory. 
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Meat  and  There  are  eleven  slaughterhouses  which  are 
Foods.  licensed  annually.  The  “ Humane  Killer  ” is  in 
universal  use.  Visits  of  inspection  numbered  1004 
during  the  year  and  carcases  inspected  and  condemned 
were  as  follows  : — 

CARCASSES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  inspected 

1266 

6 

35 

2103 

3196 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

0 

0 

0 

4 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . . . 

18 

0 

0 

0 

7 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

1.4 

— 

— 

.19 

.28 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned  .... 

4 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  .... 

13 

0 

0 

0 

40 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

1.34 

0 

0 

0 

1.34 

The  above  Table  shows  that  while  tuberculosis 
in  cattle  approximates  very  closely  to  all  other 
diseases,  in  pigs  it  is  six  times  more  frequent.  The 
incidence  of  tuberculosis  among  pigs  is,  of  course,  a 
well-known  factor.  Generally  speaking  the  meat 
supply  is  thoroughly  sound  and  of  high  quality. 
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Samples. 

No. 

Genuine, 

Adul- 

terated, 

New  Milk 

21 

15 

6 

Butter 

■am 

2 

— 

Margarine 

I 

I 

— 

Ground  Almonds 

I 

I 

— 

Coffee  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

I 

I 

— 

Sausages 

I 

I 

— 

Vinegar  ... 

2 

2 

— - 

Baking  Powder 

I 

I 

— - 

Sugar 

I 

I 

— 

Marmalade 

I 

I 

— 

Mercury  Ointment 

I 

I 

— 

Total 

33 

27 

6 

As  to  this,  although  six  samples  of  milk  were 
found  to  be  unsatisfactory  and  indeed  condemned  in  the 
first  instance,  second  samples  gave  satisfactory  results 
except  in  two  instances.  In  these  cases  “ appeal  to 
cow  " samples  showed  a deficiency  of  milk  fat  in  the 
**  morning  ” milk  and  the  question  was  taken  up  with 
the  producers  with  the  assistance  of  the  County 
Agricultural  Officer.  Vendors  or  producers  in  each 
case  were  warned.  Of  the  12  samples,  excluding 
milk,  all  were  found  to  be  genuine, 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

There  were  18  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  5 cases 
of  Diphtheria.  No  “ return  ” cases  have  been  recorded 
for  many  years. 

The  value  of  School  records  in  detecting  suscepti- 
ble contacts  in  cases  of  infectious  diseases  is  incon- 
trovertible and  has  been  exercised  by  excluding  them 
all  during  the  incubation  periods. 

Apart  from  Pneumonia,  which  showed  a reduction 
from  13  to  8,  there  was  not  a single  death  from  any  of 
the  notifiable  diseases. 

Two  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified,  one 
being  in  an  Institution.  This  is  a very  small  percentage 
and  shows  that  the  Maternity  services  in  the  Borough, 
generally  speaking,  stand  on  a very  high  level, 


Adultera- 

tion. 
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Vaccination.  The  Vaccination  Acts  are  adminis- 
tered according  to  the  Law  as  it  stands.  The  number 
of  exemptions  obtained  thereunder  have  not  yet  been 
ascertained,  but  there  would  appear  to  be  a slight 
increase  in  the  number  of  children  vaccinated  uncier 
the  Statutory  age  of  four  months  It  is  probable  that 
this  is  due  very  largelv,  to  parents  becoming  aware, 
somewhat  late  it  is  true,  of  the  fact  that  only  one 
scarification  is  necessary  and  not  four.  Modern 
vaccination  is  perfectly  painless,  most  children  do  not 
even  cry  when  it  is  performed,  and  subsequent  trouble 
from  the  arm  is  unknown. 

Prevention  of  Blindness.  Section  66  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1925  and  Section  176  of  the  Public  Health 
Act  1936.  The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic 
deals  with  all  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  For 
the  sixth  year  in  succession  this  was  absent  in  1937,  a 
further  tribute  to  the  excellence  of  the  Maternity 
services  in  the  Borough. 

In  August  an  urgent  communication  was  addressed 
to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  on  this  subject  showing  how  the  existing 
services  might  be  utilised  or  extended.  It  was  pointed 
out  in  this  communication  that  all  the  suggestions  in 
the  Circular  dated  August  6th  were  already  in 
operation  as  far  as  the  Council  was  concerned.  They 
referred  to  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  children  of 
and  over  School  age,  and  to  Infectious  Diseases.  The 
subject  of  the  prevention  of  accidents  was  considered 
more  appropriate  for  consideration  by  the  Highways 
Committee  and  the  Borough  Surveyor. 

The  Model  Scheme  suggested,  was  adopted  in  its 
entirety  by  the  Council  at  its  September  Meeting, 
after  communication  with  the  County  Council, 
enquiring  as  to  the  measures  proposed  to  be  taken  by 
that  bodv,  and  suggesting  that  there  was  no  need  for 
any  overlapping  of  the  existing  arrangements  under 
the  Blind  Persons  Act. 

Tuberculosis.  Three  male  and  five  female  deaths 
were  attributed  to  Tuberculosis,  which  shows  an 
increase  of  one  over  the  figures  for  1936, 
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Age  Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

i 

5 

IO 

!5 

20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65  and  over 

Totals.. 

1 

4 

1 

I 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

I 

1 

I 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

I 

I 

1 

— 

9 

4 

6 

5 

2 

5 

1 

— 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

i.— INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND 

WORKPLACES. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors 

of  Nuisances. 


PREMISES. 

Number  of 

D) 

Inspections. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

(4) 

Factories  ... 

(including  Factory  Laundries) 

9 

0 

0 

Workshops 

(including  Workshop  Laundries) 

81 

0 

0 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’ 
Premises) 

6 

0 

0 

Total  •••  * • * ••• 

96 

0 

0 

19 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND 

WORKPLACES. 


Number  of  Defects. 

C/J  p. 

0 d) 

O.H  ^ 

CrG  « . 

£ £ T3 

PARTICULARS. 

(») 

Found 

(2) 

Reme- 

died. 

(3) 

Refer- 
red to 
H.M. 

In- 

spector 

(4) 

5 0 * 3 

V-P  2 3 

^ 0 3 

O **  *-r  Ah 

O -P  ^ 

Jh  <y  £3  tj) 

V P.  CJ 

■Q  ST  ® .3 

r]  fli  C/l 

3 S-i  O 
^ CfL, 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts: — 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ... 

2 

2 

Want  of  Ventilation 

— 

— 

.. 



Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Nuisances 

— 

— 





Sanitary  i insufficient 

— 

— 



« — 

accom-  < unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 

— 

— 

modation  ( not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Offences  wider  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Acts 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bake- 
houses (s.  IOl)  ... 

Other  Offences 

— 



— 

— 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  Outwork 
and  offences  under  the  Sections  men- 
tioned in  the  Schedule  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  (Factories  and  Workshops 
Transfer  of  Powers)  Order,  1921). 

Total 

4 

4 

— 

— 

^Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7 and  8 of  the  Factory  and 
Workshops  Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Healih  Acts. 


INQUESTS. 

Eight  inquests  were  held  and  ten  deaths  were  certified 
by  the  Coroner  without  an  inquest.  One  death,  not 
certified,  was  referred  to  the  Coroner. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR,  1937 
IN  BURY  ST.  EDMUNDS. 


Registrar- 

General’s 

Figures. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

M. 

F. 

All  causes 

92 

105 

1 Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

— 

— 

2 Measles 

•••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

— 

— 

3 Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

4 Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

— 

5 Diphtheria 

•••  . • . . . . ,,,  ...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

6 Influenza 

, . , , , . . , , , •••  , . 

2 

2 

7 Encephalitis  Lethargica  ... 

— 

— 

8 Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

9 Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

5 

10  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

— 

11  Syphilis 

•••  , . . •••  , . . •••  . . . ••• 

1 

— 

12  General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane,  Tabes  Dorsalis 

1 

— 

13  Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

17 

20 

14  Diabetes 

• • •••  •••  . . . . . . •••  ••• 

— 

1 

15  Cerebral  H 

aemorrhage,  &c. 

4 

4 

16  Heart  Disease 

28 

33 

17  Aneurysm 

* . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . • . 

— 

1 

18  Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

2 

5 

19  Bronchitis 

... 

6 

2 

2o  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 

7 

21  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

— 

— 

22  Peptic  Ulcer 

1 

— 

23  Diarrhoea, 

&c.  (under  2 year.-)  ... 

— 

1 

24  Appendicitis 

1 

— 

25  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

1 

— 

26  Other  Diseases  of  Liver,  &c. 

1 

3 

27  Other  Digestive  Diseases  ... 

1 

4 

28  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

6 

2 

29  Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

— 

30  Other  Puerperal  Causes  ... 

— 

1 

31  Congenital,  debility  premature  birth,  malformations,  &c. 

4 

3 

32  Senility 

. ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

1 

33  Suicide 

...  ..  , , , ...  ...  ...  ... 

— 

1 

34  Other  Violence 

3 

2 

35  Other  Defined  Diseases 

8 

7 

36  Causes  Ill-defined  or  Unknown  ... 

— 

Special  Clauses  (included  in  No.  35  above). 

Small-pox 

...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

Polioencephalitis  ... 

— 

— 

Deaths  of 

Total  

3 

4 

infants 

Legitimate  ... 

3 

3 

under  1 year 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

Total  

128 

153 

Live  Births  -1 

Legitimate  ... 

124 

149 

Illegitimate 

4 

4 

r Total  

5 

3 

Stillbirths 

Legitimate  ... 

5 

2 

Illegitimate 

1 

Population 

16,819 
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